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England and Holland to sec a powerful American Fleet based in
the Philippines. Were the United States to withdraw from the
Philippines, the balance of power in this region—and in all of
Eastern Asia—would be so upset as to endanger the peace of the
world. England and Holland alike could only view the occupa-
tion of the Philippines by Japan with the gravest alarm, for it
would mean almost inevitably that the Dutch East Indies
and probably Australia would, in time, fall under Japanese
influence.*
The fact that Singapore would be very useful to America
in a war with Japan is an inducement to her to combine
with England, and is therefore greatly to Japan's
disadvantage.
What is England's object ?
. It would appear that we shall not be far wrong in taking
as the object of the Singapore base any of the following :
(i) For use against Japan by England alone,
(ii) For use against Japan by England and America
acting in co-operation,
(iii) To serve as a 'casting   vote'  should Japan and
America be on the verge of war.
(iv) For the political oppression of India,
(v) For lose in an Anglo-Japanese war against America.
What has been said above leaves no room for doubt
that the first of these is the principal object. We can but
admire the foresight of the British Government, especially
in view of the growing estrangement of the two countries.
(2) Details of the Singapore Base
Designed on a large scale.
The Singapore base turns out to be on a much larger
scale than most people imagined. They expected, when the
scheme was first mooted, little more than some reconstruction
of the base in Keppel Harbour that has been there since
1882, an enlargement, perhaps, of the King's Dock to enable
* Nicholas Roosevelt: The Restless Pacific, pp. 143-144.

